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Vole release update
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After four years of searching, we have finally fduWater Voles on the Eden catchment. Admittedly #he not a
million miles away from our existing known poputation Alston Moor, but this is exciting and encajiing news
none the less.

At the beginning of the summer, surveyor Chris Wittiscovered Water Voles close to Hartside, thinést West we
had recorded them so far. We thought that fromethieought to be an easy skip for the voles oventatershed and
into the Eden catchment. However, searches stiidao find them there.

Then, at the end of July, | received a very exotedail from John Webster, telling me that he ladtl Water Voles
close to Renwick; swiftly followed by a photograggnt from Melmerby of a plump brown animal that wagoubt-
edly a Water Vole.

Since then we have checked and double checkedraneiy happy to announce that there appears aohiealthy
population in the area. Now all we have to do ist@bitat management in place so that they staw toed multiply!

For all of you who assist with our Mink control gramme, or those of you who are interested inmggettivolved, this
is our big motivation for the coming trapping seaddaving got Water Voles back here, we don’'t waribose them
again. The absence of mink may have been one dathers in “Ratty” returning to Eden. If you areneed of any
new equipment or advice, please contact me.
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LHI is a partnership between the
Heritage Lottery Fund, Nationwide
Building Society and the Countryside
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